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Solid Na2C03 and/or NaHC03 is/are used as heterogeneous solid catalysts in 

the alcoholysis of de-acidified and anhydrous fatty acid glycerides, 

derived esp. from natural fats and/or oils, with lower monofunctional 

alcohols, to form fatty acid alkyI esters and glycerol. 

The alcoholysis process comprises reacting the deacidified fatty acid 

glycerides with the lower alkanols at standard press ure and moderately 

increased temos .. esp. at the b.pt. of the alkano l. and sepg. the glycerol 

released. The novelty consists in using solid Na2C03 and/or NaHC03 as 

heterogeneous solid catalyst and working with anhydrous reactants. 

USE/ADVANTAGE - Fatty acid Me esters are useful as starting materials 

for the prepn. of fatty alcohols, ester sulphates, fatty acid 



alkanolamides and soaps. The process is economical and takes place under 
mild co nditions . The catalysts are sepd. easily from the reaction mixt. 
^-070^ ' 

ABEQ EP 200982 B UPAB: 19930922 

The use of solid sodium carbonate and/or sodium hydrogen carbonate as 
heterogeneous solid catalysts in the transesterification of fatty acid 
glycerdes deacidified to an acid value of at most 1 and anhydrous to a 
water content of at most 0.8% by weight, more especially from fats and/or 
oils of natural origin, with substantially anhydrous monofunctional 1-4C 
alcohols to fatty acid alkyi esters and glycerol. 

ABEQ GB 2174697 B UPAB: 19930922 

A process for the transesterification of de-acidified and anhydrous fatty 
acid glycerides, with lower aikanols, as herein defined, to form fatty 
acid alkylesters and glycerol in which sodium carbonate and/or sodium 
hydrogen carbonate are used as heterogeneous solid catalysts. 
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